Atlas with 30 coloured plates. (Pp. xvi +100; illustrated. 30s.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 1955. This atlas sets out to give some accurate data on the sites and mode of entry of the principal arteries of supply in the limb muscles and to correlate the entry with that of the nerve(s). After giving a brief review of the literature of the subject, the author then, by means of simple line drawings, shows the site of entry of the nerve and arteries to each muscle. As might be expected there is considerable variation in different muscles and even in the same muscles. In some muscles a definite neuro-vascular hilum has been recorded in approximately 50 % of them. In others this hilum is present in over 80 %. In at least three muscles (biceps brachii, latissimus dorsi, and gastrocnemius) a neuro-vascular hilum is recorded in 90 % of these. The information for each muscle is concisely arranged and the variations and previous observations recorded. This book is a useful ready-reckoner of data in this important subject and can be recommended to all interested in the details of neuromuscular supply. Diseases of Infancy and Childhood. Edited by the late Sir Leonard Parsons, -F.R.S., and Seymour Barling, C.M.G. M.S., M.Ch., F.R.C.S. 2nd edition. (2 vols., illustrated.
Neuro-vascular Hila of Limb Muscles. By James Couper Brash, M.C., M.A., M.D., D.Sc., LL.D., F.R.C.S.Ed., F.R.S.E. An Atlas with 30 coloured plates. (Pp. xvi +100; illustrated. 30s.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 1955. This atlas sets out to give some accurate data on the sites and mode of entry of the principal arteries of supply in the limb muscles and to correlate the entry with that of the nerve(s). After giving a brief review of the literature of the subject, the author then, by means of simple line drawings, shows the site of entry of the nerve and arteries to each muscle. As might be expected there is considerable variation in different muscles and even in the same muscles. In some muscles a definite neuro-vascular hilum has been recorded in approximately 50 % of them. In others this hilum is present in over 80 %. In at least three muscles (biceps brachii, latissimus dorsi, and gastrocnemius) a neuro-vascular hilum is recorded in 90 % of these. The information for each muscle is concisely arranged and the variations and previous observations recorded. This book is a useful ready-reckoner of data in this important subject and can be recommended to all interested in the details of neuromuscular supply. £8 8s. Od.) London, New York, Toronto: Oxford UJniversity Press (Geoffrey Cumberlege). 1954. When fifty-eight highly esteemed and learned doctors settle down to write a textbook for the instruction of fellow clinicians, the reviewer's task is easy. Sir Leonard Parsons originally planned the work as a compilation by authorities each on his own subject, and Professor Barling with Dr. Clifford Parsons' assistance has not varied the plan in the second edition. The authors, if everyone is not an authority in the sense of having made original contributions to or spent a lifetime in the study of his subject, do at least write with the authority of long practical experience and a thorough up-to-date knowledge of the literature. The result is a completely successful text of reliable and well-presented fact.
Diseases
The arrangement of the book in sections is based largely on systems, and particularly interesting are those on blood and blood-forming organs, on congenital heart disease, on the neonatal period, and on the ear, the eye and the skin. To pick these out for special mention does not indicate any criticism of the rest, for the general level is very high indeed. This is a handsome book, and illustrations and text are in the best medical manner of the Oxford UJniversity Press. One misses a photograph of Sir Leonard Parsons.
The question arises, for whom is the book intended? The medical student would be well advised to read it and to buy if he can afford so large a price, and the family doctor will find it a really helpful compendium of modern pediatric practice. The pediatrician will learn much, even though he may not agree with every statement, from what is almost a "System of Disease in Childhood." Like the other books in English on body fluids and electrolytes which have appeared in recent years -this one is written as an introduction rather than a work of reference. The book is in two parts, the first on general principles, the second on their application to special conditions.
The first part begins with a lucid description of the distribution and movements of water and electrolytes in the body and of the normal gains and losses. The author clearly sets out why the major ionic constituents of the body must be measured in chemical equivalents and not by weight; he describes well the major disturbances of water depletion and salt depletion and their prevention after operation. He then deals with potassium and magnesium and with acid-base balance, but here the exposition is not of the same quality and the novice may have difficulty in separating the outstanding facts from less important detail and unestablished speculation. The problem of water intoxication is hardly dealt with adequately.
The second part is much shorter than the first and describes briefly the disturbances in fluids and electrolytes in disease of the heart and the kidneys, diabetic acidosis, diseases of children, burns, ascites from cirrhosis and toxaemia of pregnancy.
The subject as a whole has been made unnecessarily complex as an introduction and the administration of parenteral electrolyte solutions is certainly overemphasized. It is a pity the style is often spoilt by careless writing. The bibliography of 161 references is well chosen.
